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In recent decades, national university systems have increasingly moved towards market-
oriented logics. This shift has led to a reconfiguration of governance at both local and national
levels. It has also generated changes in academic autonomy and in the relationships between
central and peripheral entities. Although these processes have developed differently depending
on the national context, they have produced a progressive standardization of university systems.
There has been a development of educational offerings aimed at facilitating graduates’ entry
into the labor market, as well as greater transparency. At the same time, universities are
gradually adopting organizational models typical of the corporate sector. Competition among
universities has intensified, managerial logics and quantitative evaluation tools have been
introduced. These paths have driven a process of standardization and have placed greater
emphasis on rankings.

Simultaneously, university governance has become increasingly specialized and is now often
managed by external managers and stakeholders. This has occurred at the expense of
democratic participation and academic pluralism. These trends are reflected in the
verticalization of governance structures, the centrality of technical bodies, and the growing
influence of evaluation and accreditation agencies.

Against this backdrop, this monographic issue explores the relationships that exist, in the
national/regional contexts, between the three main components: the state, the market and the
university.

While contributors are free to choose their approach, we invite submissions that address the
following dimensions and their interrelations with reference to:

e Governance of university systems

e Teaching assessment

e Research assessment

e Third mission and public engagement
e Internationalization of universities



Types of Contributions Expected

Empirical or theoretical research articles

Historical and international comparative analyses

Case studies on individual national or continental systems

Methodological reflections and innovative policy proposals

Deadlines and Further Information

Abstracts, written in Italian or English and no longer than 200 words, must be submitted
exclusively via the Open Journal Systems platform of the journal
http://ojs.edizionialtravista.com/sociologie no later than June 15, 2025.

Notification of acceptance will be communicated by June 30, 2025.

The full paper-between 45,000 and 55,000 characters (including spaces, notes, and
bibliography)-must be submitted exclusively via the Open Journal Systems platform
http://ojs.edizionialtravista.com/sociologie of the journal no later than September 15, 2025.

Before uploading their contribution to the platform, all authors are kindly requested to comply
with the checklist and adhere to the journal’s editorial guidelines. Submissions that do not
conform to the journal’s norms and editorial style will not be considered.

All contributions will undergo double-blind peer review.

For further information, please consult the website or write to redazione.sociologie@gmail.com
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